Jeanette and Dave had been married eleven years. Dave left home and was living in an apartment by himself. Jeanette wondered why if he loved her he would do that? David said he didn’t think he was in love with Jeanette anymore. He felt he loved her in a caring way but was not attracted to her. 

They had married after dating, breaking up, and dating again. For the first few years they had their ups and downs. All in all, it seemed they had experienced the normal stages of marriage. 

For the past two years Jeanette had become disinterested in sex. During this time Dave had an affair and then returned to Jeanette. He would now spend time with the children but didn’t want to spend any length of time with her. Jeanette felt that David was slacking off in his responsibilities around the house and leaving more and more of the decision-making to her. 

They had both been raised in church homes but neither considered themselves overtly Christian. At this point Jeanette became a Christian. She had begun to search for God in order to deal with her hurt and pain over David’s affair. As she became closer to God she was able to Agape love David. She didn’t yet feel Phileo or Eros and she stilled felt a lot of Storge, but God’s Agape love began to flow through her. As she did this, David started to spend time with her and suggest activities and ways to have fun together or Phileo love. She gradually began to respond. As she responded with Phileo as well as Agape love David began to be more responsible around the house and participate in decisions. Jeanette them felt less Storge love and slightly ever so slightly began to feel Eros love. As trust developed and friendship bloomed again David was attracted to Jeanette and her God and became a Christian himself. 

Here we see all the ways the four types of love interact and take place in the course of a marriage. We don’t always feel all of them at the same time and we don’t always want to feel them all the same way especially Storge love in a marital relationship.
